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they pleased, killing the Portuguese priests and
carrying off fourteen hundred captives into
slavery. Since then the formidable power of
Angria had arisen, but nothing had been done
to Improve the defences of the settlement. Boone's
first care was to trace out an enclosing wall, the
building of which was to be paid for by con-
tributions from the native merchants,

At the same time he set to work to build
fighting ships. Within a few months of his
arrival, the Britannia, eighteen guns, built at
Carwar, the Fame, sixteen guns, built at Surat,
and the Revenge, sixteen guns, built at Bombay,
were flying the Company's flag. It was easier to
build ships than to get sailors to man them, in
view of the miserable pay given by the Company,
and the attractions of service under native chiefs.
Many of the crews were foreigners, who were
ready enough to take service with Angria, if the
inclination took them, and the bulk of the crews
were Indian lascars. A few months later, the
Victory, twenty-four guns, was launched, and two
years after his arrival, Boone had at his disposal
a fine fleet consisting of nineteen frigates, grabs,
ketches, gallivats, and rowing galleys, carrying